Permit Streamlining Work Plan

Attachment B

County 

	Regulatory Area
	Santa Barbara County
	Ventura County
	San Luis Obispo County

	
	
	
	

	Grading, Erosion and Sediment Control
	Sec. 14-6: Grading over 50 Cubic yards requires grading/erosion control permit

Authority: Director of Planning and Development
	8175-5.17 Grading shall minimize impacts to natural processes (hydrological, water percolation, runoff); conduct surface water to watercourses, revegetate graded areas; utilize BMPs Authority: Planning Director (applies to Coastal Zone only)
	Sec. 22.52.090 Erosion and sedimentation control plan required within 300 feet from the top bank of any blue line water course. 

Authority: County Planning and Building Director/County Engineer

	
	Sec. 14-8: Agricultural grading within 50 feet of top of bank of any stream requires erosion control permit

Authority: Director of Planning and Development
	Sec. 6950 Construction activities that require a grading permit shall include a stormwater management plan to minimized discharge to watercourses. Authority: County Public Works Director
	Sec. 22.52.050 Exemptions from grading permits: maintenance and construction by SLO Co Flood Control; does not impact riparian vegetation, includes erosion control; grading that is a soil, water, and/or wildlife conservation or enhancement project for which a CDFG Alteration Agreement and/or Corps permit has been secured and which has a design prepared or approved by, and is inspected and certified by the NRCS or the DWR, Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board technical staff. Streambank Protection Measures. Streambank protection measures when using NRCS Practices and with appropriate fish and game licenses, Regional Water Quality Control permits, and Army Corp permits as required. (Includes practices 195, 204, 582, 584).

Authority: County Planning and Building Director/County Engineer

	
	Sec. 14-29 Erosion and Sediment Control Plan required as part of grading plan, energy dissipaters required

Authority: County Flood Control Engineer
	
	Sec. 22.52.130: Grading plan must be submitted, no ponds or dams on existing streams or lakes; must consider groundwater recharge. Authority: County Planning and Building Director/County Engineer

	
	
	
	Sec. 22.52.110 Review, approval and permits for grading, require CEQA clearance, provisions to protect sensitive resources. Authority: County Planning and Building Director, Environmental Review Coordinator

	
	
	
	

	Development along creeks, streams rivers or watercourses
	Sec. 15B-1: Regulates development near watercourses

Authority: County Building Official
	Sec. 6955: Owners of land with a watercourse must keep it free of obstacles and hazards that would impede flows, shall not remove bank vegetation or cause erosion, and shall not be held in violation if reasonable effort to obtain DFG/RWQCB permits was done. Authority: County Public Works Director
	

	
	Sec. 15B-3: No development within 50 feet of top of bank, or 200 feet of 4 rivers (Santa Ynez River, the Santa Maria River, Sisquoc River, Cuyama River) Authority: Building Official
	Sec. 8704: No obstructions to flows in flood channels or watercourses are allowed. Authority: County Public Works Director
	

	
	Sec. 15B-4, 15B-5: Building Official must make findings before approving development within 50 feet of top of bank, or 200 feet from rivers

Authority: County Building Official
	
	

	
	Sec. 15B-6: Applications must be referred to County Flood Control and Water Conservation District for review and comment. Authority: Building Official
	
	

	
	Sec. 15B-7: Setback may be increased if necessary Authority: County Building Official
	
	

	
	Sec. 24-7: Illegal to construct structure which obstructs creek flows

Authority: varies; County FCD and Cities
	
	

	
	Sec. 24-8: Illegal to dump garbage which obstructs flood flows.

Authority: varies; County FCD and Cities
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Floodplain Management
	Sec. 15A-4: Regulates erosion, development that affects flood levels, structures within creek, and creek alterations; requires development permit Authority: Floodplain administrator (Director of Flood Control), County Building Official
	Sec. 8700: Floodplain management: levees, banks and channels shall be protected; no excavation or placement of materials; no obstructions in flood control areas.

Authority: County Public Works Director
	Sec. 22.14.060: Within Flood Hazard Area (FH), permit is required for any work that affects floodway.

Authority: County Planning and Building Director/County Engineer



	
	Sec 15A-13 Requires development permit in flood prone areas. Authority: Floodplain administrator (Director of Flood Control), County Building Official
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Waste Discharge
	Sec 22A-67-69: No septic systems to be designed that discharge into watercourses, Mission Canyon, construction permit required 

Authority: Public Works Department, Division of Building and Safety
	Sec. 4114: It is illegal to discharge waste into any watercourse, dry or with water.

Authority: Ventura County Director of Environmental Health
	Sec. 19.20.222 Private sewage disposal systems must be setback min. 100feet to 200 feet from watercourses, domestic water supply. Authority: Director of Environmental Health 

	
	Sec. 25-38: No pollution or discharge into creeks from oil wells is allowed

Authority: Petroleum Administrator (Public Works Director)
	Sec. 4132: It is illegal to discharge garbage into any watercourse, dry or with water. Authority: Ventura County Director of Environmental Health
	Sec. 8.16.050 No disposal of human excrement. Into watercourse. Authority: Director of Environmental Health

	
	Sec. 25-39: No discharge of salt water from drilling operations is allowed into freshwater aquifers that could affect irrigation or water supply. Authority: Petroleum Administrator (Public Works Director)
	Sec. 6513-0: Domestic or industrial wastewater shall not be discharged into any watercourse. Authority: Ventura County Airports Administrator
	Sec. 8.12.920 No careless disposal of solid waste into creeks. Authority: Director of Environmental Health

	
	Sec. 26-30: No discharge of waste or pollution to any waters within or adjoining County recreation area. Authority: County Parks Department
	Sec. 6920: No discharge into watercourses without Discharge Permit, or certain exemptions, such as landscape irrigation, pumped groundwater, emergency firefighting, etc. Authority Public Works Dir.
	

	
	Sec. 29-2: No flows from creeks or stormwater shall be diverted into sewer system without approval. Authority: County Director of Environmental Health Services
	Sec. 6923: No deposit of waste or refuse into any watercourse.

Authority: County Public Works Director
	

	
	
	Sec. 6950: A Stormwater Pollution Control Plan is required for all construction activity, in compliance with NPDES regulations.

Authority: County Public Works Director
	

	
	
	Sec. 6953: The Director may approve BMPs to be implemented for all development projects. Authority: Public Works Director
	

	
	
	
	

	Domestic Water Supply
	Sec. 34B-18: If a creek is used for domestic water supply, there must be sufficient yield.

Authority: 
	Sec. 8107-5.6.1: No well to be drilled within 300 feet of existing banks of red-line stream, 100 feet of blue-line channel, marshes, intermittent streams unless can be demonstrated that no biological impacts or contamination will occur; not less than 50 feet setback. Authority: Public Works Director
	

	
	Sec. 34B-19: Water supply systems must be designed to avoid contamination to supply,

Authority: Environmental Health Services Division
	Sec. 8177-3.6.3: No Liquid and solid wastes shall be discharged into watercourses in the Coastal Industrial zone. Authority: County Planning Director
	

	
	Sec. 34B-20: Specifies yield requirements for using creeks for domestic water supply.

Authority: Environmental Health Services Division
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Mining
	(covered under grading and erosion control ordinance)
	Sec. 8107-9.5: Surface mining activities shall balance with resource priorities such as water, fish and wildlife and their habitat etc. Aggregate extraction in rivers and streams shall allow for the ongoing maintenance of riparian ecology. Mining in one area may provide for enhancement riparian ecosystems in other areas. Mining/reclamation within coastal zone shall consider the effect on coastal zone resources including anadramous fish runs, sand supply, and coastal wetland, stream and marine resources. Authority: County Public Works Director and State Department of Conservation
	Sec. 22.36.050 Surface mining and reclamation plans must show stream and groundwater protection. Must be submitted to Department of Conservation. Authority: County Planning and Building Director



	
	
	
	Sec. 23.08.286: Pipeline permits must include information on low flow stream crossings, and reclamation/restoration plan. Authority: Planning Director

	
	
	
	

	Land Use:
	
	Sec. 8204-5: Drainage facilities must be designed to convey surface water to natural streams and flood control channels.

Authority: County Planning Director
	Sec. 22.104.040: Salinas River Planning Area development shall protect environmentally sensitive areas; no alterations or channelization of Tassajara Creek; all development shall be min. 20 feet form bank of any creek, arroyo or swale.

Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	Sec.8205-5.5: Subdivisions should be denied if they do not provide easement for public access along creek or stream.

Authority: Board of Supervisors
	Sec. 22.106.050: Avila Beach planning area: development shall be clustered or protected from flooding; natural floodplain areas shall be preserved.

 Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 22.112.080: South County/Nipomo Creek shall be maintained in an open condition within 50 feet of the floodway and protect riparian habitat & drainage. All other development, including pedestrian seating and pathways, must be at least 50 feet away from the floodway for Nipomo Creek.  Wells should be no closer than 150 feet. Authority: Planning Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 22.108.050 San Luis Obispo urban area standards: Drainage swales will be designed to function as wetlands, development will avoid sensitive resource areas, special submittal requirements for development that will affect riparian habitat. Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	
	

	Coastal Zone
	Sec. 9A-5: No removal of natural vegetation within coastal zone and south coastal area. Authority: Public Works Director
	Sec. 8174-6 Minor developments: Regulates structures, landscaping, earthwork, etc. within 100 feet of any stream, river or wetland. Authority: County Planning Director
	Sec.23.05.034: Grading shall not occur within 100 feet of environmentally sensitive areas, and not less than 50 feet. Grading near watercourses shall be subject to Streambed Alteration Agreement, and shall include revegetation and restoration of area.

Authority: Sheriff, Planning Director, Building Official

	
	
	Sec. 8175-5.17 Grading and brush removal: Grading shall be minimized, and runoff designed to facilitate groundwater recharge.

Authority: County Planning Director
	Sec.23.05.036: Sedimentation and erosion control plan required for all development within 100 feet of any watercourse. Authority/review: County Engineer

	
	
	Sec. 8175-5.7.8: No well to be drilled within 300 feet of existing banks of red-line stream, 100 feet of blue-line channel, marshes, intermittent streams unless can be demonstrated that no biological impacts or contamination will occur; not less than 50 feet setback. Authority: Public Works Director
	Sec. 23.07.166: Shoreline areas shall not be altered by grading, paving, or other development of impervious surfaces for a distance of one hundred feet from the mean high tide line, seventy-five feet from any lakeshore, or fifty feet from any streambank, except where authorized through development plan approval Authority: Sheriff, County Planning Director, Building Official

	
	
	Sec. 8178-2.4: Development within 100 feet of a stream or wetland shall be designed to avoid impacts to riparian habitat. Alterations are limited to: water supply for agriculture, developments permitted by the LCP Land Use Plan; flood control projects for public safety/existing development; or improvement of fish and wildlife habitat. Authority: County Planning Director
	Sec. 23.07.066 Construction standards: Whenever a watercourse is altered, the department of planning and building shall notify adjacent communities, DWR and Federal Insurance Administration. Authority: Sheriff, County Planning Director, Building Official

	
	
	Sec. 8181-9.5: Proposals within 300 feet of MHT/beach or 100 feet of any stream in coastal zone are appealable to the Coastal Commission Authority: Planning Director
	Sec. 23.05.042 Drainage plan required for any work within 50 feet of a watercourse. Authority: Sheriff, County Planning Director, Building Official

	
	
	Sec. 8183-4.1: Agricultural operations are excepted, not to be regarded as a nuisance, as long as they do not obstruct streams.

Authority: County Planning Director
	Sec. 23.02.030 Plot plan, and Sec. 22.62.030 Zoning clearance, regulated use permits must show relationship of development to creeks. Authority: Zoning Administrator

	
	
	
	Sec. 23.08.320 Hydroelectric generating facilities must describe whether operations will affect fish passage. Authority: Sheriff, County Planning Director, Building Official

	
	
	
	23.07.174 Streams and riparian vegetation are protected within Coastal Zone, ag stock ponds are allowed up to 10 acre feet, new development shall be setback from the upland edge of riparian vegetation a 50 feet within urban areas (inside the USL) and 100 feet in rural areas (outside the USL), and no structures within 10 feet of top of bank. Authority: Sheriff, Planning Director, Building Official

	
	
	
	Sec. 23.08.054: Plant Nurseries shall no discharge runoff directly into streams, no in-stream impoundments. Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 23.08.286: Pipelines and transmission lines within Coastal Zone in sensitive resource areas shall include field survey by qualified biologist to determine impacts to resources, and must be approved by Planning Commission, with findings. Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 23.08.167 Residential uses in the agriculture category: Residential uses in the agriculture land use category: Group farm quarters can be no closer than 100 feet from the centerline of streams. Authority: County Planning Director 

	
	
	
	Sec. 23.08.183 Reclamation plan: Surface mining and reclamation plans must show stream and groundwater protection. Must be submitted to Department of Conservation. Authority: Planning and Building Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 23.07.164 SRA permit required to document impacts on sensitive resources within the Coastal Zone. Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 23.07.172 Wetlands. Development within 100 feet of upland edge of wetlands is prohibited, unless specific studies/findings are made.  Application must be submitted to CDFG. Authority: Planning Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 23.05.062 Tree removal permit/Use permit required for tree removal within Sensitive resource area. Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 23.05.030 Grading permit—must be prepared by RCE if grading is proposed within 100 feet of SRA. Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 23.01.043 Proposals within 300 feet of MHT/beach or 100 feet of any stream in coastal zone are appealable to the Coastal Commission Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 23.08.046 Animal raising and keeping (S-3) must not discharge into adjacent streams.  Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 23.05.090 Shoreline structures shall not impact fish and wildlife resources. Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	
	

	Agricultural Uses
	Sec. 14-8: Agricultural grading within 50 feet of top of bank of any stream requires erosion control permit Authority: Director of Planning and Development
	Sec. 8109-0.4 Protection of agricultural resources: When establishing permit conditions, shall include measures to prevent erosion, siltation, waste discharge, etc. Authority: County Planning Director
	Sec. 5.16.030: No ag use in existence 3 years and does not obstruct stream flows shall be deemed a nuisance. Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 22.30.480 Residential uses in the agriculture land use category: Group farm quarters can be no closer than 100 feet from the centerline of streams. Authority: County Planning Director

	
	
	
	

	Parks and Recreation
	Sec. 26-30. Water pollution prohibited: No pollution of waters, or introduce any noxious, flammable, hazardous, poisonous or offensive substance within any lake, slough, creek, stream or other body of water within or adjoining any county recreation area. Authority: County Parks Director
	Sec. 6306-2 Water pollution: No discharge of waste or refuse into any creek or body of water within Ventura County Parks. Authority: Director of General Services Agency
	Sec. 11.20.230 No litter, garbage, polluting substances to be discharged into Lake Nacimiento. Authority: Parks and Recreation Director

	
	Sec. 26-33. No wastewater, oil or sewage into water. Authority: County Parks Director
	
	Sec. 11.16.230 No litter, garbage, polluting substances to be discharged into Lopez Lake. Authority: Parks and Recreation Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 11.16.570 Conservation. No introduction of plant material or bait into Lopez Lake. Authority: Parks and Recreation Director 

	
	
	
	

	Sensitive Resource Areas (creeks)
	Sec. 21-93. Findings required for approval of a lot line adjustment: development avoids environmentally sensitive habitat and riparian corridors. Authority: Zoning Administrator
	Sec. 8177-4.2: Development within the Santa Monica Mountains shall be subject to review to protect sensitive resources. Authority: County Planning Director
	Sec. 22.14.100 Sensitive Resource Area (SRA): No grading, paving, or other development of impervious surfaces 100 feet from the MHT, 75 feet from any lakeshore, or 50 feet from any stream bank, except use permit . Where the requirements of the CDFG or other public agency having jurisdiction are different, the more restrictive regulations shall apply. Construction and landscaping activities shall be conducted to not degrade lakes, ponds, wetlands, or perennial watercourses within an SRA through filling, sedimentation, erosion, increased turbidity, or other contamination. Authority: Planning Director

	
	
	
	Sec. 22.24.060/22.26.040 Transfer of Development rights credit allowed for sensitive resource areas, riparian areas, habitat for T/E species and wetlands. Authority: County Planning Director
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Summary of regulatory requirements of jurisdictional agencies:

1. Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act regulates activities that result in the discharge of dredge or
fill materials into Waters of the U.S. Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act regulates
structures and work within navigable waters. ACOE enforces Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, and issues permits on individual, case by case
basis, and a general basis. General permits apply statewide, regionally or nationwide for
categories of activities that should cause little damage to the aquatic environment.
2. Section 401 of the Clean Water Act

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act regulates activities that have potential to cause water quality
impacts to Waters of the U.S. The Regional Water Quality Control Board enforces Section 401of the Clean Water Act and issues Water Quality Certifications for activities that result in water
quality impacts to Waters of the U.S., including wetlands. A Water Quality Certification is
usually required when a Section 404 or Section 10 permit is issued by the ACOE.
3. Section 1600 of the California Fish and Game Code

Section 1600 of the California Fish and Game Code regulates activities that would alter the flow,
bed, channel or bank of streams and lakes. The California Department of Fish and Game
enforces Section 1600 and issues Streambed Alteration Agreements in accordance with the
Section. A 1601 Streambed Alteration Agreement is issued when a project involves any state or
local governmental agency or any public utility. A 1603 Streambed Alteration Agreement is
issued when a project involves a private party or landowner.
4. California Coastal Act

The California Coastal Act of 1976 (Public Resources Code Sections 30000 et seq.) establishes
special planning requirements and grants the Coastal Commission jurisdiction over the Coastal
Zone. The primary planning requirement of the Act is the development of Local Coastal Plans
by county and city jurisdictions. The County of San Luis Obispo adopted Coastal Plan Policies
pursuant to the Coastal Act; these polices were adopted and certified by the Coastal Commission
in 1988. Several policies within the Coastal Act apply to the protection, maintenance, and
restoration of coastal waters, streams, and wetlands (Environmentally Sensitive Habitats) within
the Coastal Zone. The intent of these policies is implemented through the San Luis Obispo
County Coastal Plan Policies and Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance. Several conditions apply
to development within or adjacent to designated Environmentally Sensitive Habitats including:
1) Coastal Development Permit approval by the County of San Luis Obispo and California
Coastal Commission; 2) diking, dredging or filling of wetlands development specifications; 3)
establishment of buffer zones; 4) protection of riparian and wetland vegetation; 5) stream
diversion structure design specifications; and 6) siting and development specifications designed
to avoid or minimize impacts to riparian and wetland areas.
5. San Luis Obispo County Policies

The County flood management program differs from the City because the County did not adopt

the programs given in the 1977 Nolte report. Instead, since the County was adopting a new land

use element and land use ordinance to their general plan, a Flood Hazard designation and

drainage standards were implemented to address flooding within the County as a whole and it

applies to the SLO Creek watershed. The Flood Hazard designation (LUO22.07.050-060 and

CZLUO23.07.060) has been applied to sections of SLO Creek within Zone 9, and this

designation applies to areas where terrain characteristics would present new developments and

their users with potential hazards to life and property from potential inundation by a 100-year

frequency flood or within coastal high hazard areas. These standards are also intended to

minimize the effects of development on drainage ways and watercourses. This designation

identifies construction standards including that no construction or grading is to limit the capacity

of the floodway or increase flood heights on existing structures unless the adverse effect of the

increase is rectified to the satisfaction of the County Engineer, and in no case shall flood heights

be increased above that allowed under the Federal Flood Insurance Program. It also specifies

that the ground floor of all new structures (or an increase of 65% square footage of existing

structures) will be constructed at a minimum of one-foot above the 100-year storm flood profile

level.

Drainage standards (LUO22.05.040) identifies that a Master Drainage Plan shall be required as

part of the grading plan for all grading permit applications. It cites design provisions, including

that runoff conveyance systems shall be capable of carrying the computed runoff volume from a

25-year frequency storm or greater if deemed necessary by the County Engineer. This may be

reduced to a 10-year storm for small watersheds. Since most of the needed Zone 9 waterway

improvements are within the City limits, the County did not specify a list of project activities

after the Nolte study, and implemented only the Flood Hazard requirements as indicated in Title

22. Coastal zone drainage standards (CZLUO23.05.050) does not set forth requirements for

computed runoff volume for certain storm frequencies, but requires that drainage systems and

facilities be designed and constructed as set forth in the County Engineering Department

Standard Improvement Specifications and Drawings.

The County design specifications that were written in the 1986 Engineering Standards and

Specifications are outdated. To assist the County with the outdated Engineering Standards and

Specifications, the County is utilizing the Caltrans Standard Specifications Manual and the

Regional Water Quality Control Board Erosion and Sedimentation Field Manual. The County

realizes that their design specifications should be amended and has considered that the update of

the Waterway Management Plan would be the appropriate time to redefine flood hazard and

management parameters for the Zone 9 area as well as countywide. County setback standards for development along watershed creeks will continue in force as set forth in Policy 19 of the Open Space Element and Policies 15 and 26 of the Local Coastal Program – Coastal Plan.

